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The Role of Mu'izz al-Dawla al-Daylami's Actions in the
Development of the Holy Shrines

Hashem Aghajanil Nariman Ramezanpour2

ABSTRACT:

Abu al-Husayn Ahmad ibn Buya, known as Mu'izz al-Dawla Daylami, was
one of the most prominent rulers of the Buyid dynasty in the 4th century AH. He
succeeded in establishing a powerful and firm government in Irag amidst its
chaotic political and social conditions. He not only brought peace and security
after years of turmoil caused by the dominance of Turkish commanders, but also
provided a significant historical opportunity for Shiites to openly perform their
religious rituals and beliefs. In addition, he played an important role in
solidifying the position of Shiite pilgrimage centers. As a result, Najaf, Karbala,
Kadhimiya, and Samarra experienced a new flourishing during Mu'izz al-
Dawla’s era. Now, the question arises: how did Mu'izz al-Dawla’s policies lead
to the holy shrines becoming important scientific and cultural centers for Shiites
during his time? And how did the development of this institution also pave the
way for the political and cultural growth of Shiism? Therefore, the present
article, using a historical method, examines the role and actions of Abu al-
Husayn Ahmad ibn Buya(Mu'izz al-Dawla Daylami) in expanding the influence
of Shiism and developing the holy cities of Iraq in the 4th century AH. The
research findings indicate that Mu'izz al-Dawla's special attention to the holy
cities of Iraq, such as Najaf, Karbala, Kadhimiya, and Samarra, led these
pilgrimage centers to enter a new phase of flourishing and development. He not
only rebuilt and expanded the holy sites but also provided welfare facilities for
pilgrims, expanded schools, libraries, and scientific centers, and strengthened the
security of roads and cities.

Keywords: Mu'izz al-Dawla,, Holy Shrines, Buyid dynasty, Shiite, Islamic
civilization

1 Faculty Member, Department of History, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran, E-
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2 PhD student in Islamic History, University of Isfahan, Iran, E-mail:
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Critical Evaluation of Lighting Design in the Holy Shrines: Balancing
Aesthetics, Spirituality, and Functionality

Yaser Akrami' | Javad Divandari !

ABSTRACT:

Lighting design in devotional and pilgrimage spaces such as the sacred
shrines(Atabat Aliyat), particularly within the context of Iranian-Islamic architecture,
requires a refined approach deeply rooted in understanding the existential philosophy of
these spaces. A significant challenge in this field is the growing tendency toward
excessive use of artificial light aimed at maximizing the visual exposure of architectural
elements. Devotional and pilgrimage spaces are designed as environments for
contemplation, education, and spiritual transcendence. These structures are
fundamentally considered the "homes" of the Infallible Imams(AS). This raises essential
ethical and epistemological questions: Are we justified in transforming these dignified
spiritual sanctuaries—symbols of refuge and tranquility—into mere cultural heritage
symbols by converting them into brightly illuminated urban landmarks? Does the
perpetual illumination of architectural components during nighttime, contradicting the
natural rhythm of day and night and the dialectic of light and darkness, align with the
concepts of solemnity and serenity essential to religious spaces? Through library
research, field studies, and descriptive data analysis, this study critically examines
excessive lighting in pilgrimage complexes. It argues that light in sacred spaces is not
merely a physical necessity or functional element for illumination, but rather a vital
medium for conveying spiritual messages, enhancing visitors' spiritual experience, and
creating an environment conducive to pilgrimage .The dynamic variations of natural
light throughout the day enrich the spiritual experience of pilgrims. The beauty of
architectural elements such as domes or iwans is realized through the natural passage of
time and the interplay of sunlight and shadow. Sunrise, the zenith of daylight, and the
gradual dimming of light at sunset each reveal distinct yet complementary aspects of the
structure's aesthetic and spiritual significance. Even the concealment of the architecture
within night's darkness constitutes an integral part of this natural cycle, imbued with
profound symbolic meaning .The application of uniform and excessive artificial lighting

1 Department of Advanced Art Studies, Faculty of Architecture and Art, Kashan
University, Kashan, Iran, E-mail: yaserakrami.architect@gmail.com

2 Department of Architecture, Faculty of Architecture and Art, Kashan University,
Kashan, Iran, E-mail : j.divandari@gmail.com ,(Corresponding Author)



in such sacred structures violates the principles of sensory harmony and light's
temporality, leading to light pollution and diminished visitor concentration. In Iranian-
Islamic architecture, light functions as a symbolic language expressing metaphysical
concepts through the dialectic of light and darkness, stability and movement, and earth
and sky. Reviving these principles in contemporary lighting design necessitates moving
beyond a quantitative perception of light toward a narrative-based approach, where each
beam of light conveys a story of spiritual transcendence. This perspective values "not
being seen" as equally important as "being seen," regarding light not as a display tool but
as a guiding thread leading the soul toward tranquility and spirituality.

Keywords :Light, Sacred shrines, Aesthetics, Spirituality, Iranian-Islamic
Architecture
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Abstract

This article presents the development and evaluation of an advanced multilayer gold
plating technology for the Imam Ali(AS) shrine, integrating chemical engineering
knowledge with cultural heritage preservation. The technology involves copper(cyanide
and acid), semi-bright and bright nickel, flash gold, cyanide gold, cobalt-hard gold, and
passive chromate layers, each designed with a specific thickness and functional role.
Results indicate a total gold thickness of 14-18 um, surface uniformity above 90%, high
hardness and corrosion resistance, and a predicted durability exceeding 100 years.
Comparison with historical techniques such as amalgam and gold leaf demonstrates
several-fold improvements in longevity, uniformity, back-side protection, and
mechanical durability. This technology not only preserves the heritage value of the
shrine but also provides a practical, internationally applicable model for the conservation

and restoration of sacred metal artifacts.
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The Actions of Shah Ismail and Shah Tahmasp Safavi in
the Development and

Expansion of the Holy Shrines
Jahanbakhsh Savagheb®

Abstract

The first two Safavid kings, Shah Ismail(1501-1524) and Shah
Tahmasp(1524-1576), in their policy of promoting and establishing the
Twelver Shiite religion, paid special attention to the Holy Shrines as an
important base for the propagation and promotion of this thought and
worked to develop and build these holy places. In addition to
developmental and decorative measures, their agenda included taking care
of the affairs of the trustees, servants and employees and creating
facilities for the neighbors and pilgrims, especially providing drinking
water and strengthening the financial resources of the rulers of these
places and encouraging the tradition of visiting these shrines. The aim of
this article is to examine the actions of the first two Safavid kings in the
16th century in dealing with the shrines of the Shiite Imams in Iraq,
known as the Holy Shrines, using a descriptive-analytical approach. The
research findings show that in addition to placing Arab Iraq within the
Safavid sphere of sovereignty in terms of geographical, economic, and
transportation importance, the Safavids paid special attention to the holy
shrines to express their love and devotion to the Shiite Imams, to express
their relative connection with the family of the Prophet and to legitimize
their power. The restoration and renovation of the holy thresholds with
the art of tiling, the installation of khatam boxes on the holy shrines, the
placement of lamps to illuminate the interior space, and the expansion of
the courtyard and porch are some of the examples of this attention and
concern. The splendor of the shrines also attracted the attention of the
Shiites of Arab Iraq to the Safavids.

Keywords: Safavids, Shiite Imams, Shah Ismail, Shah Tahmasp, Holy
Shrines, Iraq

1 Full Professor of History/ Department of History, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, University of Lorestan, Khorramabad, Iran. jahan_savagheb@yahoo.com
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The Role of Farhad Mirza Mo‘tamed al-Dawla(1305 AH) in the
Development and Reconstruction of the Shrine of the Two
Imams in Kazimayn

Mohammad Ali Chelongar® Ebrahim Moulavi?

Abstract

The shrine of the two Imams in Kazimayn(peace be upon them) is one of the most
significant religious centers of Shi‘a Islam, which underwent extensive architectural and
infrastructural transformations during the Qajar period with the support of princes and
prominent statesmen. Among these figures, Farhad Mirza Mo‘tamed al-Dawla, as one of
the capable governors and a distinguished religious—cultural personality of this era,
played a pivotal role in the expansion and reconstruction of the shrine. His initiatives not
only influenced the architectural design and facilities of the sanctuary but also reinforced
Kazimayn’s position as a central hub for Shi‘a pilgrimage and religious education.This
study, employing a descriptive—analytical approach and based on historical documents,
endowment texts, and the travelogues of contemporary observers, seeks to answer the
question: what were the most important measures undertaken by Farhad Mirza in the
reconstruction and development of the shrine of the two Imams in Kazimayn? The
findings indicate that his major contributions included the gilding and restoration of the
domes and minarets, as well as the expansion of the courtyard and porticos. Beyond their
architectural impact, these initiatives contributed to consolidating the shrine’s status
within Shi‘ism and enhancing the facilities available to pilgrims.

Keywords: Farhad Mirza, Mo‘tamed al-Dawla, Kazimayn shrine, development of
‘Atabat, religious architecture
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The Holy Shrines in the View of Orientalists:
A Critical Examination of Descriptive, Historical, and Theological
Approaches in 19th- and 20th-Century Orientalist Texts

Seyed Mehdi Hosseini*

Abstract

The Holy Shrines (‘Ataba t “Aliya t), as one of the most important centers of identity
formation and cohesion in the Shi‘i world, have consistently attracted the attention of
travel writers, researchers, and Western orientalists. The surviving works from the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries_including field reports, scholarly articles, and travel
accounts_offer a multilayered depiction of these sacred places, combining geographical
and architectural data with historical analyses and theological interpretations of Shi‘i
rituals and beliefs. Despite the documentary and ethnographic value of these texts, a
significant portion of them were produced within the epistemological and political
framework of Orientalism a discourse that, in certain cases, reduced pilgrimage to an
irrational ritual, subjected Shi‘i doctrines to theological critique, or interpreted the
history of the Shrines through the lens of colonial rivalries. The present study, drawing
on the method of Critical Discourse Analysis and inspired by Edward Said’s
postcolonial approach, investigates the representation of the Shrines in orientalist texts
and classifies them under three main approaches: descriptive, historical, and theological.
The research data have been collected from primary orientalist texts, archival
documents, and recent analytical studies, and have been evaluated through qualitative
content analysis. The findings indicate that these texts, in addition to transmitting
historical and cultural information, played a decisive role in either reproducing or
challenging the civilizational and identity-forming status of the Shrines.

Keywords: Holy Shrines, Orientalism, Critical Discourse Analysis, Edward Said,
Shi‘ism.

* Ph.D. in Islamic History, Baqir al-‘Ulum University, Qom, Iran.
Hoseini.sm60@gmail.com
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The Impact of the Najaf Seminary on the Islamic
Revolution of Iran

Hossein Heidary1

Mohamadali Chelongar2

ABSTRACT

The seminary of Najaf, as one of the most important academic and religious centers
of the Shia world, played a prominent role in the formation and shaping of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran. This article, with an analytical-historical approach, examines how the
ideas, political jurisprudence, and leadership of prominent Najaf scholars — especially
Ayatollah Khomeini — influenced the process of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. Findings
show that political teachings stemming from Shia jurisprudence, the communication
networks of Iranian students residing in Najaf, and the cultivation of intellectual and
cultural social capital by the scholars in Najaf, played an undeniable role in the
formation of revolutionary discourse and the leadership of the Islamic movement.
Utilizing historical documents, personal memoirs, and jurisprudential texts, the present
article attempts to explain the contribution of the Najaf seminary to the theoretical and
practical formation of the Islamic Revolution.

Keywords: Najaf Seminary, Islamic Revolution, Shiite Political Jurisprudence, emam
Khomeini, Authority
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The role of Shah Abbas Safavi in the construction and
development of the holy shrines

Ali asghar rajabi’

Abstract

Throughout history, Islamic sultans and governments have devoted
their efforts to the development, reconstruction, and management of holy
shrines with various political, religious, and social goals. In this regard,
the Safavid period, and especially the actions of Shah Abbas I in
developing and supporting the shrines, are considered a turning point in
the history of these holy sites. Shah Abbas I, as one of the most powerful
Safavid sultans who is influential in the history of Shiism, created a
fundamental change in the status of the holy shrines with his military,
religious, and development policies and played a pivotal, important, and
prominent role in the reconstruction, development, restoration,
development, support, and consolidation of the status of these sites. His
actions were not only of a construction nature, but also took place in the
form of a religious and cultural policy to strengthen the Shiite identity in
the Islamic world. This article, with a historical-descriptive approach and
relying on reliable sources and recent research, focusing on the Safavid
period, examines the most important construction, administrative,
political, and religious measures of Shah Abbas | in the holy shrines of
Najaf, Karbala, Kazmin, Samarra, and the routes leading to the holy
shrines and endowments, and examines and analyzes them in the context
of Safavid religious policies. The research findings show that Shah Abbas
I's policy of centralization and the creation of a standing army paved the
way for long-term stability in the holy shrines, although the Safavid rulers
after Shah Abbas expanded his construction legacy in the shrines, which
led to the strengthening of the Shiite position in Iraq. However, Safavid
domination over these areas did not last long after his death.

Keywords. Shah Abbas Safavi, Holy Shrines, Civilization, Development

1. Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Kharazmi University,
Tehran, Iran aliasghar. rajabi@khu. ac. ir
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The role of the Resistance Front in protecting the holy
shrines and its consequences

Ali asghar rajabi1

Abstract

The Holy Shrines, a collection of religious holy sites in lIraq and Syria, are
recognized as cultural and religious symbols of the Shiites of the world. The preservation
of these holy sites in times of regional crisis has always been a major concern for the
Islamic community, and especially the Resistance Front. The Resistance Front, a
collection of military forces and resistance groups in the West Asian region, has played a
decisive role in confronting terrorist and military threats against these sites.Historically,
the Resistance Front has been able to ensure the security of these sites and prevent their
destruction by using military power and popular support. The consequences of this
protection have also not only led to the preservation of cultural heritage, but also helped
to strengthen the national unity of the Shiites and other segments of the Islamic
community. This article uses a descriptive-analytical method to examine the position of
the Islamic Resistance Front in protecting the holy shrines, especially in Iraq and Syria,
and its impact on regional policies and the consolidation of Shiite identity, and to explain
this role. It examines the multidimensional consequences of the presence of the
Resistance Front and shows that this presence, in addition to providing security, has been
effective in consolidating religious identity, increasing the regional influence of the
resistance axis, and neutralizing threats and containing the projects of the enemies of the
Islamic world.

Keywords: Resistance Front, Holy Shrines, Defenders of the Holy Shrine, Shiite
Identity, Regional Policies.

1. Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Kharazmi University,
Tehran, Iran aliasghar.rajabi@khu.ac.ir
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Martyrdom tourism, a novel approach in the potential
development of international tourism, with an emphasis on holy
shrines: A case study of the Arbaeen ritual

Author® Fatemeh Sabokkhiz, 2Maryam Sabokkhiz

ABSTRACT :

Tourism is a historical phenomenon that has evolved over time with technological
advancements, creating new trends in travel. One of its important and rapidly growing
branches in recent years, under the title of martyrdom tourism, holds a special place in
the development of cultural and national tourism. Martyrdom tourism, in addition to its
economic significance, plays a crucial cultural role and, by transmitting values such as
resistance, self-sacrifice, and martyrdom, can contribute to the sustainable development
of Islamic countries. The Arbaeen walking ritual, as the world's largest religious
gathering, represents a manifestation of martyrdom tourism that possesses high potential
for the development of international spiritual and pilgrimage tourism. This study
employs a qualitative-analytical method. The analysis method is thematic and
comparative. The findings indicated that the Arbaeen walking ritual, as a "mega
religious tourism event,” possesses extensive and unique potential for the development
of martyrdom tourism at the international level, which can contribute to the sustainable
development of religious tourism. An examination of the distinctive aspects of the
Arbaeen ritual compared to other similar events revealed that the sole primary element
governing the motivation in this journey of commemoration is the transmission of the
Ashura message by Hazrat Zainab and the perpetuation of the memory of this great
historical event. Therefore, the spirituality centered on martyrdom that governs this ritual
will be capable of guiding a traveler on a ritual-religious journey. For this reason, all
elements, factors, indicators, and characteristics of it have become completely distinct
from other similar events and types of spiritual travel, and it has succeeded in creating an
international and global event. Hence, given the centrality of martyrdom, this ritual-
religious journey can be designated, in a novel approach, under the title of martyrdom

tourism.

Keywords: Martyrdom Tourism, Arbaeen, Tourism Potential, Atabat.
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The Role of Iranians in the Reconstruction, Development,
and Furnishing of the Husayni and Abbasi Shrine Based on
Pilgrimage Travelogues from the Qajar Era

Ali Sadeghzadeh Vayghan1

Abstract

Iraq is the burial place of six of the Twelve Imams(peace be upon them), and the
Battle of Karbala that took place there remains the most enduring epic in human history.
For this reason, the holy shrines, especially Karbala, have played a pivotal role in
strengthening the unity, solidarity, and connection among Shia Muslims and devotees of
the Ahl al-Bayt(peace be upon them). Since ancient times, Iranians have made
significant and lasting contributions to the prosperity and flourishing of these shrines.
The primary aim of this study is to examine the role of Iranians in the reconstruction,
development, and furnishing of the Husayni Shrine during the Qajar period, based on
manuscript travelogues. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, data were
collected through library research and note-taking from edited and published manuscript
travelogues related to pilgrimage and visits to the holy shrines during the Qajar era. The
findings indicate that Iranian kings, merchants, military commanders, intellectuals,
religious scholars, Iranians residing abroad, and women of authority all participated in
the repair, reconstruction, development, and furnishing of the Husayni Shrine. A
substantial portion of construction works and interventions used Iranian materials and
were executed by Iranian architects, artists, and painters. Additionally, some prominent
Iranian figures endowed charitable funds from Iran for the upkeep of the shrine. The
deep affection towards the Husayni Shrine stems solely from shared religious and
doctrinal beliefs, as it plays a crucial role in fostering relations and interactions among
nations, with the Husayni Shrine serving as the epicenter of these connections. The epic
of Karbala underpins this dynamic and has long been a focus of Iranian attention.

Keywords: Iran, Irag, Karbala, Qajar Era, Manuscripts

1. Researcher of National Library and Archives of I.R. Iran,
Sadeghzadeh3832@yahoo.com
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A Study on the Crafting of the Shrine's Zarih and the Door
within the Golden Iwan of the Holy Shrine of Abu al-Fadl al-
Abbas by Isfahani Artists in 1344 S.H

Taha Sanizadeh?

ABSTRACT:

One of the most enduring manifestations of traditional Iranian art over the past
centuries has been the artistic contributions of Iranian artists to the construction and
ornamentation of holy shrines in Iran, Irag, Syria, and Saudi Arabia. Due to the religious
significance of these sites and the deep reverence of Iranians for the Household of the
Prophet(Ahl al-Bayt), these projects have consistently led to the creation of the finest
examples of traditional arts and crafts in various disciplines. A key instance of this in the
last solar century was the design and crafting of the Zarih(shrine) and the door within the
Golden Iwan of the Shrine of Aba al-Fadl al-Abbas by Isfahani artists in 1344 SH(1965

AD).

This event holds special significance from religious, political, artistic, and social
perspectives. Therefore, this research aims to identify and introduce the various
dimensions of this pivotal event in the history of reconstructing holy shrines. The main
question is: what were the backgrounds, the process of design and construction, the
artists and poets involved, and finally, the consequences of this event? In this regard, this
article, which belongs to the category of fundamental and qualitative research, was
conducted using a descriptive-analytical research method with a historical approach.
This study provides a detailed account of the design, construction, and unveiling of these
works in 1344 SH, accompanied by important historical images and documents, some of
which are being published for the first time

Keywords: Holy Shrines, Shrine of Aba al-Fadl, Zarih, Golden Door, Grand
Ayatollah Hakim.

1 Department of Advanced Studies in Art, Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Tehran,
Tehran, Iran, E-mail: taha.sanizadeh@ut.ac.ir(Corresponding Author)
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The role of Mullah Abdullah Bahabadi Yazdi and the
House of Malali in the development and management of the
Alawi Shrine

Hasan Abdipoor!

Abstract

The role of Islamic scholars in the history of the Holy Shrines(Atabat Aliyat) has
long been a pivotal subject in studies on Islamic civilization and the history of Shi‘ism.
This article focuses on the practical conduct and scholarly contributions of the eminent
scholar Allameh Mulla Abdullah Bahabadi Yazdi(d. 981 AH / 1573 CE), elucidating his
position and role in the scientific and spiritual development of the Holy Shrines, with
particular emphasis on Najaf al-Ashraf. Based on credible historical documents and
accounts, the study examines his active presence in Najaf, his contribution to
strengthening the seminaries and educational frameworks of the Holy Shrines, and his
collaboration with the Safavid government in managing the sacred sites under religious
authority. The paper further highlights his achievements in reviving religious traditions,
promoting Shi‘a culture, establishing or expanding schools and libraries, and fostering
inter-sectarian unity and cooperation among Muslims. Through this multifaceted
engagement, Mulla Abdullah Yazdi not only reinforced the intellectual infrastructure of
Najaf but also played a decisive role in consolidating its status as a leading scholarly and
cultural hub in the Shi‘a world. The article concludes with an analytical synthesis of the
enduring influence of his legacy on the academic and spiritual identity of the Holy

Shrines.

Keywords: Mulla Abdullah Bahabadi Yazdi; Najaf al-Ashraf; Holy Shrines; Shi‘a
Religious Scholarship; Safavid Era.

Research Institute for Culture and Quranic Knowledge, Islamic Sciences and Culture
Academy, Qom, Iran. habdipoor@gmail.com
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Review and analysis of the role of Iranian art in the city of
Karbala from the martyrdom of Imam Hussein(AS) to the
end of the Safavid period.

Maesume Abbasi Kordeshami*

ABSTRACT

Iranian art has played a fundamental role throughout history in the expansion and
promotion of Ashura culture and the commemoration of the uprising of Imam
Hussein(AS). The sacred city of Karbala, as the spiritual center of Shiism, has served as
a backdrop for the emergence and manifestation of Iranian art from the day of the
Ashura event until the end of the Safavid period. The architecture and decorations of the
shrine of Imam Hussein(AS) were shaped by Iranian artists and reached their peak
during the Safavid era; the tile work, calligraphy, and gilding of the dome and shrine are
clear manifestations of Islamic-lranian art in this sacred city. Alongside formal
architecture, Ashura curtains are also regarded as a form of popular art, reflecting the
beliefs and emotions of Iranian Shiites towards Karbala. Additionally, Ta'ziyeh and
Shabeh-Khani, as a genre of ritual performance, completed the dramatic and narrative
dimension of Ashura culture. This research shows that Iranian art in Karbala has not
only an aesthetic role but also a cultural, identity-related, and belief-based function. The
hypothesis of the research is based on the observable presence of Iranians in the artistic
sphere of the city of Karbala in carrying out artistic, cultural, and architectural activities.
This research answers the pertinent questions using a descriptive-analytical approach and
by referring to library sources. Therefore, the current study examines this topic using a
descriptive and analytical approach and relying on library resources.

Keywords: Karbala, Iranian art, Ashura poetry, Islamic architecture, Safavid.

1 . PhD student in Islamic History, Department of History, Isfahan University, Isfahan,
Iran. maesumeabbasi@]ltr.ui.ac.ir
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"' A study of the semantic interpretation of Arbaeen

pilgrims regarding consumption: A case study of
consumables along the Arbaeen pilgrimage route"

Ahmad Mehrshd* | Fatemeh Rajabzade2|
ABSTRACT :

This study employs a phenomenological approach to represent and analyze the rituals
of Arbaeen pilgrimage and consumer culture as two socially embedded systems of
practice, both considered contemporary forms of rituals yet fundamentally different in
their semantic structures and value systems. The Arbaeen pilgrimage, as one of the
largest religious gatherings worldwide, constitutes a ritual wherein consumptive
practices such as food provision and welfare services transcend mere material
dimensions, embodying symbolic meanings and religious values of collective belonging.
These rituals, situated in specific temporal and spatial contexts, play a pivotal role in
reproducing religious identity and enhancing the shared lived experience. In contrast,
consumer culture, as a domain of social practices in secular societies, is primarily based
on the value system of consumerism, social distinction, and individual identity
construction, wherein consumption of goods and services symbolizes social status and
cultural capital. The findings of this study indicate that despite the presence of
consumptive behaviors in both rituals, the fundamental differences in meaning-making
processes and value frameworks preclude the consumptive acts of Arbaeen pilgrims
from being equivalent to commodity consumption in dominant consumer culture.
Therefore, this research advocates for the analytical distinction between religious rituals
and consumer culture from a semantic perspective and demonstrates that the meanings of
apparently similar actions in different contexts are contingent upon distinct social,
cultural, and value structures that demand rigorous reconsideration in cultural studies
and social sciences.

Keywords :Consumerism, Theatrical Life, Arbaeen Pilgrimage

1 Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of
Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran, a.mehrshad @ltr.ui.ac.ir

2 Department Social Sciences, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of
Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran. :rajjaa@gmail.com
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The role of the Ismailis in the reconstruction of the shrine
of Imam Hussein(AS)

Mohammad reza lotfipor 1

ABSTRACT

The Ismailis, as one of the signifi’ant and influential sects In Islamic history, have
played a key role in the reco’stru’tion and decoration of the shrine of Imam
Hussein(AS). This article examines the social, economic, and cultural dimensions of
these Influences, demonstrating how the Ismailis, utilizing their financial, artistic, and
Intellectual resources, were able to strengthen the shrine of Imam Hussein(AS) as a
s”mbol’of Shia identity and a center for "he gathering of Muslims.

The reconstruction of the shrine of Imam Hussein(AS) was not only significant in
material and technical terms but was also recognized as a cultural and religious endeavor
that reinforced social bonds among Muslims. This article further explores the impacts of
these actions on strengthening Shia identity, promoting Islamic teachings, and creating a
spiritual atmosphere among pilgrims.

Additionally, the social repercussions of these activities, including the formation of
networks of pilgrims and supporters, the organization of religious and mourning
ceremonies, and the expansion of Shia culture in various Islamic regions, are analyzed.
Ultimately, this article emphasizes the importance of these actions in Islamic history and
the necessity of recognizing them as a model for religious and cultural cooperation in
thecontemporary world.Overall, the efforts of the Ismailis in reconstructing the shrine of
Imam Hussein(AS) not only bolstered material aspects but also had profound impacts on
Shia identity and the Islamic community. These actions should be acknowledged to

better understand their significance in Islamic history and Shia culture.

Keywords: Ismailis, Shrine of Imam Hussein(AS), ’econstruction, Islamic History,
Islamic Art, Shia Identit

1 BA student in history, University of Isfahan, Mrlp184@gmail.com
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Analysis and evaluation of the social performance of
Iranians in Karbala during the Safavid era

Maesume Abbasi Kordeshami'

ABSTRACT

Since the year 61 AH, Karbala has been recognized as the center of Shia identity and
a focal point for pilgrimage and mourning in the Islamic world. Iranians, in addition to
their religious presence in Karbala, have a significant role in social services and the
welfare of the pilgrims. Gradually, with the expansion of Shia Islam in Iran and the
strengthening of Shia governments, Iranians found a social presence in Karbala
manifested through mourning ceremonies, professions and trades, the establishment of
pilgrim lodges, mosques, and schools, the construction and development of religious
buildings, participation in urban planning and drainage systems, endowments, and
support for pilgrims. The research hypothesis is based on the observation that the
presence of Iranians in the city of Karbala is evident through social activities. The
present study answers the question of how the presence of Iranians in the social and
physical organization of the city of Karbala is recognized and demonstrates that their
presence has greatly contributed to the formation of the social-religious identity of this
city. This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach and refers to library
sources to address the question in focus.

Keywords: Social performance, Iranians, Karbala, Endowments, Mourning
ceremonies.

1 . PhD student in Islamic History, Department of History, Isfahan University, Isfahan,
Iran. maesumeabbasi@]ltr.ui.ac.ir
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Recreation of Sacred Shrines: A Historical-Social Study of the
Practices of Recreating Shi‘i Shrines in the Culture of the Indian
Subcontinent

S. Muhammad Nagavi'

ABSTRACT:

Re-creating sacred shrines is a longstanding and influential feature of Shi‘i religious
culture in the Indian Subcontinent(Pakistan, India, and Bangladesh). With the advent and
subsequent diffusion of Islam and Shi‘ism in the region, this practice acquired a
distinctive prominence among Muslims—especially Shi‘as—owing to several factors:
the exceptional reverence for the Ahl al-Bayt, the great geographic distance from the
original holy shrines, the centrality of mourning rituals, and the formation of an
independent religious—social collective identity within the Subcontinent’s multi-cultural
milieu.

Across different parts of India, adherents of various Islamic traditions—and
particularly Shi‘as—developed diverse forms of commemorative replicas of sacred
shrines and loci. Among Shi‘i communities, this tradition has persisted in several
interrelated forms: the establishment of local “Karbala” grounds(designated spaces for
the interment of Aa‘ziya), Ta‘ziya(replicas of an Imam’s shrine), Shabih(iconic
representations of the shrine), and the construction and maintenance of Imambara/
Imambargah complexes. Beyond its doctrinal and devotional bases, the practice
encompasses historical, artistic, architectural, and social dimensions.

The present study describes, introduces and analytically situates these shrine-
recreation practices within Subcontinental Shi‘i culture through a historical-social lens,
drawing on fieldwork, oral-history interviews, and the author’s participant observation.
It additionally highlights lesser-studied historical, social, and cultural aspects of this
tradition.

Keywords: Ta‘ziya, Imambara, Shi‘a, Indian Subcontinent, Pakistan, India

1 Department of History, Faculty of Shi’a History, University of Religions and
Denominations, Qum, Iran, & Murtazavi Library, Karachi, Pakistan, E-mail:
smuhammadnaqavi@gmail.com
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The political role of the holy shrines in the Qajar
period(from the beginning to the reign of Nasser al-Din
Shah)

Malek yaghoobi maghadam®

ABSTRACT

Muslims, especially Shias, throughout history. With the rise of the
Qajar dynasty, and given their religious inclinations and consequently
their close ties with the clergy, as well as the reduction of tensions
between Iran and the Ottoman Empire, the holy shrines(Atabat-e Aliyat)
and related issues, including pilgrims, gained a special status. Given the
religious inclinations of the Qajar kings, supporting the holy shrines and
supporting Shia pilgrims was one of their central policies. This issue,
considering that the holy shrines were geographically under the rule of the
Ottoman government, could play an important role in the relations
between the two governments during this period of history. This research,
by posing the question of what role the holy shrines played in the political
developments of the Qajar era, has examined and explored the role of the
holy shrines in this period of Iranian history. The findings of the research
indicate that, given the status of the holy shrines during the Qajar period,
they played an important role in internal political developments, the
political-religious legitimacy of the Qajar government, and also in the
foreign relations of this government with the Ottoman government.

Keywords: Holy Thresholds, Qajar, Ottoman Caliphate, religious
legitimacy, political role

1 Department of history, Faculty of humanits, University isfahn,, Iran, E-
mail:malekyaghoobi@gmail.com
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The role Ismaili in rebuilding holy shrines
malek yaghoobi moghadam®

mohamad ali chelongar?

ABSTRACT

The ismaili, a significant branch of Ismaili Shia Islam, have played an
active role in supporting Shia holy sites, especially the Atabat Aliyat(holy
shrines) in Irag, over past centuries. This group, primarily residing in
India, Yemen, and East Africa, has made significant contributions to the
reconstruction, development, and maintenance of religious sites, thanks to
their cohesive organizational structure, centralized religious leadership,
and extensive financial resources. This research addresses the main
question: What role did the Dawoodi Bohras play in the reconstruction of
the Atabat Aliyat? Utilizing historical sources and contemporary reports,
it examines the actions of the Bohras in rebuilding the Atabat and
attempts to explain the various dimensions of their religious, cultural, and
social motivations in this area. The research findings indicate that the
Dawoodi Bohras, who still adhere to the principles and traditions of the
early Ismailis, had an active role in the reconstruction of Shia holy sites,
especially the Atabat Aliyat. The Bohras' participation in the
reconstruction of the Atabat not only stems from their religious beliefs but
has also led to the strengthening of transnational Shia identity and cultural
ties between Shia communities in India and Iraq.

Keywords :Ismailis, Baha'is, agaghani, Holy Shrines, Karbala, Najaf

1 Department history Faculty of literature University isfshan, Iran, E-mail:
malekyaghoobi@gmail.com

2 Department of history, Faculty of literature, University isfshan, , Iran, E-mail:
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